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The European pond turtle, Emys orbicularis,
is the only species of the family Emydidae
that appears in northern Africa. In Morocco
is represented by the subspecies E. orbicularis
occidentalis, which is very scarce and relegated

RESUMEN: Se describe un caso de microftalmia bilateral en un neonato de Emys orbicularis
occidentalis en Marruecos.

to the more humid bioclimatic stages (Bons &
Geniez, 1996). In the Ifrane National Park a
neonate of this species was found showing
bilateral microphthalmia (Figure 1a). The
microphthalmia is the presence of a small eye
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to como activo, que puede llegar a desarrollar
N. maura en momentos en los que el agua, su
elemento y el de la mayoría de sus presas, desa-
parece. Esta observación demuestra de nuevo la

gran versatilidad y el carácter oportunista de
esta especie, lo que le permite adaptarse a la dis-
ponibilidad de sus presas (Santos, 2004) e inclu-
so a condiciones carentes de agua.
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Figure 1. Details of the head of E. orbicularis occidentalis
neonates from Ifrane National Park (Morocco). (a) Individual
showing bilateral microphtalmia. (b) Normal phenotype.
Figura 1. Detalles de la cabeza de neonates de E. orbicu-
laris occidentalis procedentes del Parque Nacional de
Ifrane (Marruecos). (a) Individuo mostrando microftal-
mia bilateral. (b) Fenotipo normal.
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in the orbit, which may contain most of the
normal internal structures. This congenital
malformation has been described occasio-
nally in reptiles, for example in the snake
Elaphe moellendorfii (Mader, 1996). Regarding
to the family Chelonia, it has been described
in the genera Testudo and Trachemys (Lawton,
1997, 2006). This anomaly could be associated
with inadequate conditions during incuba-
tion or nutritional deficits during oogenesis
(Merchán & Martínez-Silvestre, 1999). This speci-
men was observed actively crawling on the
ground in late September, near a permanent
pond located at 1509 masl, and showed no
escape behavior. After handling, it was relea-
sed. In the permanent pond I captured seven
neonates of similar size which showed no
anatomical malformations, and two adult
females in good physical conditions.
Compared with neonates bearing a normal
phenotype, this specimen also showed a
slightly more elongated snout (Figure 1b).
The presence of other anomalies in splanch-
nocranium are usually associated with
microphthalmia (Lawton, 1997).
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